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Ecosystems 

Background


Every ecosystem is unique.  Each has their own set of physical boundaries and its own set of biotic and abiotic factors.  In these two simulations, you will take a look at five very different ecosystems and determine the types of organisms that live there.

What to do

1. Read everything before doing anything

2. Get your laptop and turn it in

3. Log in and open the Firefox browser

4. Go to http://glencoe.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0078759864/student_view0/unit1/chapter2/virtual_labs.html# or access your Diigo account

5. Click Modeling Ecosystems First and follow the directions for at least 3 of the 5 ecosystems presented
6. When you have finished, move on to the one referring to trophic levels and complete all five ecosystems

7. Return here to answer questions

Data


Use this space to take notes if needed

Questions for Model Ecosystems

1. What types of creatures are at each trophic level?

























2. What happens to the number of organisms as we move to higher and higher trophies levels?  Explain.




























3. How does this help explain the effects upon apex predators of things like pollution and environmental toxins?


























Questions for Ecosystems, Organisms, and Trophic Levels
1. How are producers and decomposers different?


























2. The text claims that every organism in a biome depends upon the others.  In the desert biome, how does the coyote depend upon the rattlesnake?










































3. How are biomes and ecosystems the same and different?
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